
A bespoke course to help teachers to connect the school 
curriculum with young peoples’ current and future financial world.

About the course

A 2-day intensive and 1-day virtual workshop exploring:
•	 The scope of the Australian Curriculum v9.0 for teaching and 

learning about finance in Years 5–10 
•	 Evidence and insights from Australian and international research 
•	 How to source, modify and design high-quality finance-related 

learning tasks 
•	 How to tailor lessons and programs to address students’ diverse 

financial realities.

Live and interactive 
learning events

Connecting mathematics, humanities, and digital technologies:
•	 Using spreadsheets to support financial planning and 

decision-making 
•	 Pocket money apps, buy now pay later services, and pay advance 

apps  
•	 Investment choices and risks, from superannuation to 

cryptocurrencies 
•	 Risky financial behaviours such as gaming and gambling 
•	 Issues in financial privacy and security, from scams to data 

breaches  
•	 The impact of energy consumption on the household budget and 

environment  
•	 Financial regulation and complaints authorities 
•	 Where to turn for help when experiencing money trouble. 

Real world, 
cross-curricular focus

A self-directed, school-based initiative evidencing the impact of the 
course on teachers’ professional knowledge and practice as financial 
educators.

An applied project

A 1-day professional learning showcase to share the outcomes of 
teachers’ applied projects and consider future directions in financial 
education within their schools.

Reflection and 
celebration

Regular interactions with a Deakin coach and small team of 
colleagues plus access to readings, videos, podcasts, curriculum 
tools, and classroom tasks.

Personalised support 
and curated resources



We do professional learning differently

Teacher testimonials

“Participating in the Changemakers in Financial 
Education course was both rewarding and 
insightful. I witnessed my students’ confidence 
grow with each lesson, along with their 

curiosity and enthusiasm for learning practical 
financial skills. This process has given me valuable 
insights into my students’ thinking, enabling me to 

support them in connecting classroom learning with 
real-life situations, which ultimately strengthened my practice as a 

financial educator.

Andy Sommers, Brighton Primary School

“This course has transformed my understanding 
of financial literacy, revealing that it extends 
beyond just saving, spending, budgeting, and 
banking. I now feel more confident in identifying 
opportunities to teach financial literacy in my 
classroom. When I come across media articles, news 
reports, apps or websites, I find myself thinking, “How 
does this relate to finance, and what can my students 
learn from it?” 

Lori-Ann Copping, Grant High School – Independent 
Learning Centre

“We know that young people want finance-
related lessons that connect with their 
present and are useful to their future. Teacher 
professional learning offers an effective way to open 
new possibilities for teachers as financial educators in 
a short period of time. The Changemakers in Financial 
Education course offers a distinctive design, with scope 
to explore and apply your learning how you choose.” 

Carly Sawatzki, Deakin University



Designed and delivered in partnership
The Changemakers in Financial Education project is funded by the South Australian Department for Education and has research approval 
(Reference: 2024-0010). Deakin University Human Research Ethics Committee approval has also been granted (Reference: HAE-24-036).

Got questions?
To find out more about the course email Cathy Phillips pledhub@deakin.edu.au

To find out more about support for teacher replacement, travel and accommodation 
email Graham Francis education.financialliteracy@sa.gov.au

IDEAL FOR
teachers of Years 5–10 
and curriculum leaders

ALIGNED WITH
the Australian Professional 

Standards for Teachers

GAIN RECOGNITION
for 45 hours’ 

professional learning

Our learning methodology
•	 We value what teachers bring  

We acknowledge that teachers are 
experts in their educational setting and 
bring important place-based knowledge 
to share.

•	 We help teachers to develop stronger 
identities as financial educators  
Teachers’ professional identity forms 
and transforms on an ongoing, dynamic 
basis. We help teachers to be agentic in 
how they make sense of this process.

•	 We support and celebrate teachers’ 
choice of changemaking activities  We 
invite teachers to take the learning 
opportunities that we offer and tailor 
them to their school and students.

Course presenters
The Deakin team is led by Carly Sawatzki and 
Jill Brown. Carly and Jill support teachers to 
teach differently, by helping them to connect 
students’ classroom learning with the real 
world. They bring extensive experience teaching 
across primary, secondary and higher education 
settings, and delivering professional learning 
and research consultancies for education and 
curriculum authorities.


